Wednesday, October 8, 2003
Nehemiah 2:1 - 3:32

Nehemiah was afraid when the king asked him why he was feeling low.  If he had asked God to grant him an audience with the king, why be afraid? Sometimes we can feel fear when we realize that God is actually going to use us for His purpose. It is a daunting concept. It may also be that Nehemiah feared the king. The servants of the king were always under scrutiny and to indicate by one’s mood that something was amiss could indicate displeasure with the king, or a plotting mind that was consumed with rebellion. Even a poor attitude could lead to execution. 

It appears that Nehemiah had planned ahead as to what to ask the king, or it may indicate that he was so involved in the king’s business that these things came as natural requests for the task. Obviously, God was also filling Nehemiah’s mind with a plan for Jerusalem’s reconstruction.


Wouldn’t it be great if being in God’s will guaranteed an easy path? Nehemiah already had a tough job just in getting the residents of Jerusalem to respond to his message, but another roadblock sprang up before he had even arrived in the city. Sanballat is an interesting person.  His name is found in a writing called the “Elephantine papyri”. In it we find that he was later (about 37 years after Nehemiah’s arrival) governor of Samaria and that over the coming years five of his descendants ruled the area. According to one commentator his sons’ names indicate that he was a worshipper of God. If so, his own schemes prevented him from seeing God’s will for the nation. His dynasty was well known all the way to the time of Alexander the Great in the 300’s B.C.  Knowing this, we can surmise that his anger at Nehemiah may have been because he hoped to rule a weakened Judah himself.
Map of Jerusalem at the time of Nehemiah-- http://www.biblestudy.org/maps/jeruneh.html  
Map showing the growth of Jerusalem through the years from David to King Hezekiah-- http://www.anova.org/sev/atlas/htm/073.htm 

Map showing the extent of the Persian Empire-- http://www.anova.org/sev/atlas/htm/084.htm 
